NAPOLEON  III
standing model of what a Governmental coup d'etat
should be. The men who accomplished it were Persigny
and, more particularly, Morny, who was reputed to be
an illegitimate son of General de Flahaut and Queen
Hortense, and consequently the future Emperor's own
half-brother. Every precaution was taken to keep the
matter secret. The eve of the day fixed for the attempt
was the anniversary of Austerlitz, and the Prince-Presi-
dent was giving an evening reception at the Elysee.
Neither Morny nor Persigny put in an appearance.
They arrived later on, when all the guests had departed.
The Prince assigned them their respective roles. Morny
was to have the Interior, Persigny was told off to occupy
the Palais-Bourbon, General de Saint-Arnaud to see
about enforcing martial law, and M. de Maupas was to
arrest some of the recalcitrants, notably Cavaignac and
Thiers.
Next morning, Louis Napoleon rode forth on his
charger, accompanied by Saint-Arnaud and the aged
King Jerome, Napoleon's brother, with whom he had
recently been reconciled. He rode all through Paris,
and back again to his official residence, acclaimed nearly
everywhere by cheering crowds. Word was brought to
him that two hundred and twenty deputies had been
incarcerated in the d'Orsay barracks. Of legal resistance
there had been none. Next day the Deputies of the Left
attempted to put up barricades. Repressive measures
were rather severe, and the stories of 'somewhat rough
handling by the police3, which were a good deal com-
mented upon, made it look for a time as if things were
going to take an ugly turn. Some departments rebelled.
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